BEDE
learning from the others their irregular manners is easier than
that of learning their irregular verbs, and generations pass
before either morality or grammar becomes stabilized again.
That accounts for the superiority, both in its grammar and
its subject matter, of Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English
People over Gregory's History of the Franks. For when Romanized
Christians went forth to convert Irish or English in their own
homes, they found conditions very different from those within
the decaying Roman world. The missionaries encountered
barbarians living according to the standard which their
ancestors had followed for hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
years. The barbarians had established themselves in Britain
by massacre; they had reduced to serfdom and subjection most
of the original inhabitants whom they had not killed. But they
were not a mere effete aristocracy, living amid the loot of an
alien civilization destined ultimately to absorb them. It is
true that there were in England some small remains of Roman,
civilization, and that those remains were useful to the mis-
sionaries. But the point is that the Christian evangelists found
the native Teutonic culture intact. And on their side the
missionaries who came among the heathen English were chosen
men, trained in saintliness or obedience. No others would have
undertaken so thankless a task. Also, they were often men of
learning. Here, then, Roman, Celt, and -Teuton, Christian
and Heathen, met, each at his best. And there were things in
the new Christian teaching which harmonized with the
Germanic heroic traditions.
The essential virtue of the Old Germanic system was loyalty,
as, of course, it often is where life is organized on the basis of a
tribe or clan, to whose welfare the chief is vital. The chief
surrounded himself with a band of young companions who
were pledged to live and die with him. It was a lifelong
disgrace, Tacitus tells us, for the companion to return alive
from the field on which his lord had fallen. This loyalty to a
person was the bond of Germanic civilization; not the Roman
or Greek conception of loyalty to a community: not The
Republic', but 'My Chief.
Abstract conceptions of Theology or Philosophy would have
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